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Dear Peter 

12 March 2018 

City of South Perth Feedback - Inquiry into the Protection of Crowded Places from 
Terrorist Acts 

I am writing in relation to the City of South Perth's participation in the Protection of 
Crowded Places from Terrorist Acts inquiry undertaken by the Community 
Development and Justice Standing Committee. 

The initial feedback provided by the City at the hearing on 21 February 2018 has 
been reviewed; with no corrections or amendments being required to the transcript. 

The City would like to submit the supplementary information below in relation to this 
inquiry. 

Supplementary Information to City's Feedback provided at the Inquiry Hearing 

The City agrees that local government has a role to play in counter-terrorism a nd 
accepts c ertain responsibility in contributing to the protection of crowded places 
from terrorist acts. A good example of this is the significant pre-event risk 
management planning and amount of resources the City allocated towards the 
facilitation of the 2018 Australia Day event. Following the launch of Australia's 
Strategy for Protecting Crowded Places from Terrorism , the City introduced several 
new risk management strategies to mitigate against terrorist acts.  

 
 One of these strategies involved facilitating pre-event 

risk management tra ining for all event personnel comprised of 100 event staff, 60 
security staff. 30 Rangers and 150 volunteers, so that they were trained to detect and 
report suspicious behaviour whilst monitoring the visitor crowds on Australia Day. 

The City noted that the Committee expressed particular interest with its ability to 
access temporary hostile vehicle management infrastructure; and the low number of 
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fixed Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras monitoring people visiting South 
Perth's river-side parks and reserves on Australia Day. 

The provision of permanent counter-terrorism infrastructure, such as an extensive 
CCTV network and hostile vehicle management points for a single event (such as the 
Australia Day celebrations) is considered a heavy burden on local ratepayers, given 
that the City of South Perth is just one of the event partners. This is especially the case 
given that Australia Day is a National and State celebration, and all levels of 
government should reasonably contribute to meet the increasing expectations for 
counter-terrorism infrastructure considered desirable at the associated large-scale 
community gatherings. 

To date CCTV provision has generally been driven by data relating to crime and 
anti-social behaviour. As referred to at the hearing that data as it relates to the South 
Perth Foreshore has not warranted support from the State CCTV Strategy 
Infrastructure Fund. Previous applications have been declined and the City was 
advised that this area is a low priority for CCTV grant funding. 

The City has been further advised that for future CCTV grant applications, the State 
CCTV Strategy Infrastructure Fund specifically targets offences in the hot spot maps, 
being Deprivation of Liberty, Non-Domestic Assault, Disorderly Conduct, Robbery, 
Liquor Offences, and Threatening Behaviour. The City was advised that whilst there 
may be other offences that have occurred within its boundaries (eg. graffiti, motor 
vehicle theft, crimes against property), these are not targeted by this specific CCTV 
grant funding program. 

It might be that with the recent overseas and Melbourne experiences and the 
emergence of terrorism actions in crowded places that the Committee recommends 
a broadening of the scope for the Fund to extend to these new public threats. 

As a general comment, local governments are one of the land managers of 
crowded places, however, there are several others, including state government, 
private land owners and a range of venue operators. All parties need to understand 
their role and both commit to and be resourced adequately. 

In addition, terrorism is broader than just crowded places, as it could also be 
targeted at key infrastructure sites to cause community disruption. Furthermore, the 
threat to crowded places is broader than just hostile vehicle attacks and includes: 
Active Armed Offenders; Improvised Explosive Devices; or Chemical and Biological 
Agents. For Australia Day, hostile vehicles are considered to include water craft and 
aircraft (including drones). 

It should be noted that the City has undertaken a recent audit to list its key 
infrastructure that may be prone to a terrorist attack, namely: crowded places, 
shopping precincts, educational facilities, (state) transport infrastructure and utilities 
infrastructure. 

The issue of threat risk (including type of risk) and vulnerability needs to be assessed 
on a state-wide consistent basis, otherwise appropriate priorities cannot be identified 
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and resources appropriately allocated. For this reason, the City is of the view that a 
state audit of key sites would be beneficial to determine counter-terrorism 
infrastructure priority areas. 

Additional City Feedback provided external to the Inquiry Hearing 

The City would like to submit the following recommendations relating to counter
terrorism, which follow-on from its evidence at the hearing. 

Recommendations: 

l . That the state government oversee the coordination of an audit of key sites 
around the state that may be prone to terrorist acts (such as crowded places, 
airports, stadiums, shopping precincts, educational facilities, state transport 
infrastructure and utilities infrastructure) to: 

I. Assess the existing counter-terrorism infrastructure, such as existing 
CCTV network and hostile vehicle management points; 

II. Determine the terrorism higher risk sites across the state; 
Ill. Assist in determining future state government funding priority areas for 

the installation of required permanent counter-terrorism infrastructure 
at these sites. 

2. That the WA Police Community Crime Prevention Fund be amended by the 
state government to include terrorism mitigation projects; by adding 'the 
protection of key sites/infrastructure that may be prone to terrorist acts' as an 
objective and assessment criteria for this Fund (i.e. currently this Fund does not 
accommodate counter-terrorism infrastructure projects, such as CCTV 
projects and hostile vehicle management projects) . 

3. That the State CCTV Strategy Infrastructure Fund be amended by the state 
government to include terrorism mitigation projects; by adding 'the protection 
of key sites/infrastructure that may be vulnerable to terrorist acts' as an 
objective and assessment criteria for this Fund (i.e. currently this Fund 
considers 'crime hot spots' only). 

4. That the state government in association with relevant stakeholders oversee a 
review of the Department of Health's 'Guidelines for Concerts, Events and 
Organised Gatherings'; to provide more comprehensive information and 
guidelines about terrorism mitigation, in line with Australia's Strategy for 
Protecting Crowded Places from Terrorism. 

erely 

o Glass 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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